
 

 

 

September 22, 2020 

Dear QACPS Families, 

QACPS successfully began in-person small group instruction last week with identified 

students.  Returning to in-person instruction requires us to work together more than 

ever.  District leaders have been busy making changes to our policies and practices, with several 

goals in mind: supporting learning; providing important services such as school meals, special 

education, and social services; all-balanced with enacting practices designed to mitigate the 

spread of COVID-19.  Teachers and staff will teach and encourage preventive behaviors as part 

of their daily interactions with students.  Likewise, it will be important for families to emphasize 

and model healthy behaviors at home, and to talk to your children about changes they may 

expect this school year.  Schools are expected to follow applicable guidelines from the Maryland 

Department of Health (MDH), the Queen Anne’s County Health Department, the Maryland State 

Department of Education (MSDE), and the Center for Disease Control (CDC) for a safe 

reopening of in-person instruction. 

Each morning parents or caregivers will need to check for signs of illness as part of the QACPS 

COVID-19 temperature checks and symptom screening process (see attached “Student Process 

Map for COVID-19”), specifically: 

 If your child has a temperature of 100.4°F degrees or higher (measured or 

subjective), your child MUST stay home from school. 

 Make sure your child does not have a sore throat or other signs of illness, like a 

cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, diarrhea, new onset of severe 

headache, nausea, vomiting, body aches, chills/shaking with chills, fatigue, a new 

loss of sense of taste or smell, congestion or a runny nose.  If your child has any 

ONE of these symptoms, your child MUST stay home from school.   

 If your child has had close contact with a COVID-19 case, is waiting for a 

COVID-19 test result, has been diagnosed with COVID-19, or has been instructed 

by any healthcare practitioner to isolate or quarantine, your child MUST stay 

home from school.   

Any of the above situations is a reason to contact your school’s health office.  Screening of 

students and staff before the start of the school day may reduce the spread of the virus that causes 

COVID-19 within the school setting by identifying sick individuals and those at risk of having 

COVID-19.  The expectation is that a parent (or older mature/responsible student) takes the 

student’s temperature and completes symptom screening at home before the student leaves for 

school. By sending your child to school you attest that temperature and symptom screening will 

be conducted daily and that your child will not come to school if he/she has a positive 

symptom.  QACPS will be sending out frequent reminders to parents/guardians to complete daily 



 

 

checks, the criteria for remaining home, and recommendations for health care provider follow up 

for return after illness.  

Emergency Contact Information:  
 Please update your contact information for yourself & emergency contact designees to 

ensure that you receive notifications from the school regarding your child’s health during 

the school day.   

 If your child is identified in school with any of the above-mentioned symptoms, please 

ensure that your child will be picked up from school within an hour of the first 

notification. 

 

Masks/Cloth Face Coverings 
The MDH and Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) offer guidance for the use of 

masks/cloth face-coverings in COVID 19 Guidance for Maryland Schools. Cloth face coverings 

must be worn by students and adults when inside school buildings (except while eating or 

drinking), while on school grounds, and while on a school bus or school provided transport. The 

use of cloth face coverings in schools is required when not contraindicated due to a medical 

condition, disability, developmental immaturity, or other health or safety concerns as indicated 

by the CDC.  Mask exemptions will be considered on an individual case by case basis, will 

require a physician’s order to be on file before any in-person instruction can be initiated, and 

per QAC Department of Health, the school nurse must confer with the student’s healthcare 

provider.   

 

Vaccines 
Please ensure that your child is up-to-date with all recommended vaccines, including seasonal 

influenza. The CDC recommends everyone 6 months of age and older get vaccinated every flu 

season, with rare exceptions. This is especially important this year because we do not yet know 

if being sick with COVID-19 at the same time as the flu, will result in more severe illness.  The 

MDH has not suspended the childhood illness immunization requirements. 

To assist with increasing access to immunization shots, the QAC Department of Health will host 

Back to School Vaccine Clinics on September 23rd and September 30th. This clinic will be 

available to all students who are remote, or in person but are by appointment only.  Please call 

410-758-0720 ext.4432 to schedule an appointment.  You can check your child’s vaccination 

records by contacting your health care provider. You can also view your child’s vaccination 

records at MD.MyIR.net, Maryland’s free and secure online portal for vaccination 

records.  QACPS will share flu vaccine clinic information as it becomes available. 

Your cooperation in adhering to these guidelines is critical to protecting the health and safety of 

our school community. Please feel free to contact out to your school administrators or the school 

nurse with any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

 
Andrea M. Kane, Ph.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19yy7Fg0ccqQq0h1NbvWDIyoWVFxBZY6O/view?usp=sharing


 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

1.  What is the difference between isolation and quarantine? 

Isolation is used to separate people infected with the virus (those who are sick and those 

with no symptoms) from people who are not infected.  Quarantine is used to keep 

someone who might have been exposed to COVID-19 away from others and helps to 

prevent spread from disease that can occur before a person knows they are sick or if they 

are infected with the virus without feeling symptoms. 

2. What constitutes being a “close contact”? 

Close contact relates to exposure to individuals with COVID-19 and is defined by the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) as being within 6 feet of a person with 

COVID-19 for at least 15 minutes regardless of whether face coverings are being worn. 

3. What type of cloth face covering should I choose for my child?   

Face covering should:  

  Fit snugly but comfortably against the side of the face. 

  Completely cover the nose and mouth. 

  Be secured with ties or ear loops (the CDC does not recommend the use of 

gaiters or face shields). 

  Include multiple layers of fabric. 

 Allow for breathing without restriction. 

 Can be washed and machine dried without damage or change of shape. 

4. What should I send with my child to safely store his/her cloth face covering during 

mealtimes? 

Provide an empty plastic container or a brown paper lunch-sized bag labeled with the 

student’s name as a receptacle for storing the mask/cloth face covering while eating or 

taking a mask break outdoors.  Label your child’s mask/cloth face-covering clearly in 

permanent marker so that they are not confused with those of other children. 

5. What can I do to help my child be ready to wear a mask/cloth face covering during the 

school day? 

Practice with your child putting on and taking off the mask/cloth face-covering without touching 

the fabric.  Students are encouraged to use masks/cloth face-covering provided from 

home.  Please consider having multiple masks/cloth face coverings so they can be washed 

daily.  We have ample new cloth masks on hand to supplement student’s own.  If masks appear 

soiled, we may provide students with a school-supplied mask.  Explain the importance of 

wearing a face covering and how it protects other people from getting sick.   


